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THE PORTUGUESE COLONIZER:
ANTECEDENTS AND PREDISPOSITIONS

VARIOUS points that I touched upon lightly in the first chapter
of this book I shall here treat with greater emphasis, by way of por-
traying the figure of the Portuguese colonizer of Brazil. A vague
figure, lacking in the contours and the color that would individualize
him among modern imperialists. In certain respects he resembles the
Englishman, in others the Spaniard. A Spaniard without the warlike
flame or the dramatic orthodoxy of the conquistador of Mexico and
Peru; an Englishman without the harsh lineaments of the Puritan.
The compromiser type. With no absolute ideals, with no unyielding
prejudices.

The terrible slave-driver, who came near transporting from Africa
to America, in filthy vessels that could be recognized from afar by
their stench, an entire population of Negroes, was, on the other hand,
the European colonizer who best succeeded in fraternizing with the
so-called inferior races. He was the least cruel in his relations with
his slaves. This, it is true, was in good part owing to the impossibility
of setting up a European aristocracy in the tropics; the human capital
was insufficient; if there was no shortage of men, white women were
few in number. But independently of the lack or scarcity of women
of the white race, the Portuguese always was inclined to a voluptuous
contact with the exotic woman. For purposes of racial crossing,
miscegenation. A tendency that appears to have been due to the
greater social plasticity of the Portuguese as compared with any other
European colonizer.

No one was less rigid in contour, less harsh in the lineaments of
his character. Which accounts for the fact that he lent himself to so
many and such profound deformations. It is not any "black legend"
such as that huge, sinister one that confers prestige upon, even as it
blackens, the figure of the Spanish conquistador-it is not any legend
of this sort that envelopes the Portuguese colonial, but rather a cling-
ing tradition of ineptitude, stupidity, and salaciousness.

Deformation of the naturally Gothic, vertical countenance of the